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The real voyage of discovery 
consists not in 
seeking new landscapes 
but in having new eyes.
~ Marcel Proust 

In 1996, David opened a photo lab with his
wife Susan, to service fine art and
commercial photographers who sought
his skills as a printer. After eight years he
closed down his lab so he could pursue
and combine his two greatest passions,
gardening and fine art photography.  This
helped strike a balance between working
with  nature and working in the darkroom.
Because his images are "found subjects"
in nature, it helps that he spends a great
deal of time outdoors working in his
garden as well as friends gardens.
David's macro images are shot with a
Hasselblad fitted with extension tubes on
an 80mm lens, usually hand-held in the
natural environment, using natural light.
He tends to keep his camera and film
setup the same.  He uses Plus-X film that
he develops in D-76 developer.  This
consistency allows him to concentrate on
the image and the light and not think
about the camera.  Once he has the
image on film he decides which type of
print medium will best interpret the
subject.  Typically he prints with silver
gelatin, platinum/palladium or gumoil. It
is the printing stage of the process that
he enjoys the most; it allows him the time
to enhance the image for maximum
effect.

The inspiration for this body of work was
whilst David was  working in his garden,
where the most interesting things happen
on a very small scale; things that at first
glance appear quite ordinary, but turn out
to be, on closer inspection, sublimely
beautiful. Most of these photographs
were taken in and around his backyard in
the Texas hill country, and the images
reflect a direct communion with fleeting
natural phenomena in the process of
living and changing from moment to

moment. He realized he didn't have to
travel far to find interesting landscapes;
he just had to enter more deeply into his
own garden, where there reside a
seemingly infinite number of living things.
Because the subjects are "in their
element," they have an immediacy and
wildness that cannot be captured in a
studio or as a specimen. One thing he
strives for in all of his images is extreme
simplicity. He pays close attention to the
light and contrast of the environment.  He
likes cloudy days. If the sun is out, he
tries to shade the subject with his body.
Using selective focus, he is able to isolate
subtle details not seen by passing
perception, while at the same time convey
the subjects' ephemeral presence.  He is
often so close to the subject that he has
to focus by moving the camera back and
forth. This helps him to notice the subtle
shifts in planes of focus without having to
bother with turning the lens.

"Nature will bear the closest inspection
She invites us to lay our eye level with
her smallest leaf, and take
an insect view of its plain"
~ Henry David Thoreau

“All around us, even in urban
environments, we are surrounded by
creatures that are in many ways alien to
us.  Our encounters with our fellow
terrestrials are mostly fleeting and from a
human-centric, preconceived point of
view.  It is when we move in close -- when
we quiet ourselves and commune with
plants and animals in their own
environment, not as specimens, but as
they are, living, on their own terms and in
their own time; we see the personal spirit
of all living things. Under close scrutiny
we see that all beings are aware and are
constantly communicating with one
another.  Nature is imbued with mind -- a
"natura spiritus" that we all share as part
of the same continuum. The intent of my
photographs is to give an iconic power
and weight to beings that are small and
seemingly insignificant.  They are formal
portraits in some ways, but because they

are shot "in their element," they have an
immediacy and wildness that can't be
captured in a studio.  They are
impressions of unique beings, expressing
themselves in the process of living and
changing.” Reflected David on his work.

David was born in Dallas, Texas. After
studying photography at the University of
Texas, he began shooting portraits of
musicians, actors and comedians as well
as pursuing fine art photography. His
portraits of his close friend Bill Hicks
have appeared in several documentaries
about the late comedian, and in the new
film, "American: The Bill Hicks Story".
David's portrait work has appeared in
many publications including, Rolling
Stone, Entertainment Weekly and GQ
magazines and his fine art images were
featured on the cover of the October '07
issue of Black & White Magazine. His
influences range from Edward Weston, to
Imogen Cunningham and Karl Blossfeldt,
and particularly Irving Penn, whose
elegance and clarity, as well as his high-
contrast printing style, David has always
admired. 

In 2001, David had his first solo exhibition,
"The Serpent's Shadow" at La Pena
Gallery, in Austin, Texas. His second solo
exhibition, "The Garden," in 2007, was
held at the Oswald Gallery in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming.  His most recent
exhibition, "Terrestrials", was at L. Nowlin
Gallery in Austin, Texas, March 2 - April
10, 2010. David has also been included in
many group exhibitions across the U.S.
His work is part of the Wittliff
Southwestern and Mexican Photography
Collection at Southwest Texas State
University, as well as many private
collections. He currently lives in Austin,
Texas.

More of his work can be viewed at
www.davidjohndrow.com 
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Top Left: Bee on plum blossum 2005
Top Right: Cicada 2009
Bottom Left: Grasshopper 2004
Bottom Right: Mantis 2006
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Beetle on Rain Lily 2006



David Johndrow

Page 60 Silvershotz Volume 6 Edition 5

Yellow garden spider 2007
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Butterfly on coneflower 2004
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Top Left: Orb weaver spider 2005
Top Right: Snail 2005
Bottom Left: Tiger swallowtail 
caterpillar 2009
Bottom Right: Cat(leggy) 2004
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T  oad 2004
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Bee on antelope horn 2005
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Bumblebee 2005


